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Canisius College President John J. Hurley Issues Statement on Violence in Nicaragua 

 

 

The violent repression of peaceful protests arising out of the Nicaragua’s current political crisis and 

social security reform proposal is costing precious lives and creating devastating threats to democracy, 

peace, civility, and hope to the people who reside there.   

 

Caught in the crosshairs of this turmoil, is our Jesuit sister institution, the University of Central 

America (UCA) of Nicaragua.  Like all Jesuit institutions that are called to both provide students with 

professional formation and to encourage their commitment to a just, humane and environmentally 

sustainable world, our colleagues and peers and UCA of Nicaragua find their right to peaceful protest 

and freedom of expression under siege.  The life of UCA Rector, Fr. “Chepe” Idiaquez, S.J. has been 

threatened in the course of these protests and any such attempts to silence or vilify him and the 

students he protects represent an explicit abandonment of the ideals of democracy.   

 

Canisius stands in solidarity with the UCA and its sister institutions across the globe in calling for an 

end to the violence and restored respect by the government for the people’s constitutional rights, most 

especially freedom of expression and the right to peaceful protest.  The UCA of Nicaragua is 

upholding its commitment to the students it serves, its mission to search for truth and justice, and to 

shelter those under attack.  Canisius urges the government and the dissenting voices to come together 

to search for a reasonable, fair, and peaceful solution to the conflicts they face.  We also call upon the 

Trump Administration, members of Congress, members of our campus community, the Diocese of 

Buffalo and all those who advocate for human rights, to join us in opposing this injustice and to act 

prayerfully and purposefully to bring about a peace for the Nicaraguan people. 

 

 

        Very truly yours, 

 

 

 

 

        John J. Hurley 

 

Dated: June 4, 2018 
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