
Rome, June 4th, 2018 
 
 
Honorable Ambassador 
José Cuadra Chamorro 
Embassy of Nicaragua 
Before the Holy See  
 
Honorable Ambassador, 
Please accept my warmest greeting and my best wishes for you and for the 
diplomatic mission that you have undertaken on behalf of your country. 
 
I write to you today to express my personal concern as well as that of the Society of 
Jesus due to the serious social and political situation that Nicaragua is currently 
experiencing. The information that I have received indicates the existence of: 
 

• Government repression from militarized police forces in response to 
demands from the vast majority of the population both in the capital and 
other cities in the country, especially the youth from the universities. 

• Government affiliated groups that act violently without being controlled or 
suppressed by military or police forces; 

• A growing number of people killed during the crisis, which is currently at 
127 according to the Inter-American Commission for Human Rights;  

• Hundreds of people injured and detained for participating in the protests; 
• Groups that infiltrate the mass marches and indicate who the leaders of the 

peaceful protests are so that security forces from the State can pursue and 
repress them; 

• Death threats, intimidation, and slander campaigns against people who are 
playing a central role in the dialogues between the people and the 
government, as is the case of Father José Alberto Idiáquez, member of the 
Society of Jesus and President of the Central American University, Monsignor 
Silvio Baéz, Auxiliary Bishop of Managua, and other bishops.  

  
 With this statement, I call upon the government of Nicaragua to be open to 
accepting the demands of the people, and that the government participate fully and 
honestly in the dialogue in a way that clearly displays a will to serve the common 
good, rejecting any special privilege or benefit of a particular group. I join the voices 
of those who hope that measures will be taken in order to restore the democratic 
will of the people in Nicaragua and respect for the human rights of all so that a 
resolution to this crisis can be found through fair political processes.  
 
 I ask, in the name of the Society of Jesus, as well as all the many people that 
are witness to the pain in Nicaragua and have communicated this grief to me, that 
you find a peaceful, democratic, and fair resolution to the conflict. For that 
reason: 



 
1. I respectfully implore the national authorities of Nicaragua to take the 

necessary measures so that there can be an immediate end to the repression 
of the people by forces both official and paraofficial; 

2. I urge the national authorities as well as the opposition groups to continue 
the dialogue in order to find mutually negotiated solutions; 

3. I ask that there be a careful investigation into and appropriate penalty for 
those who have threatened the lives of Father José Alberto Idiáquez, 
President of the UCA, Monsignor Silvio Baéz, and other bishops. The current 
government of Nicaragua has the responsibility to ensure the physical and 
moral integrity of all of its citizens, especially those that represent or express 
the concerns and complaints of the people.  

4. I ask that there be protection for members of human rights organizations, 
both national and international, who are accompanying the crisis in 
Nicaragua.  

  
 I repeat my demand that there be a peaceful, negotiated solution to the 
conflict in the country. Only through peaceful solutions that respect the lives of all, 
including those who oppose or criticize the government, can there be the stability 
necessary to achieve the social justice to which we all aspire.  
 
 I join the call of the Jesuits of the Central American Province as well as the 
Jesuit Provincial Conference of Latin America and the Caribbean (CPAL) that we do 
not wait for more blood to be spilled or for the situation to become more traumatic. 
Nicaragua can show the world in this historic moment that it is possible to find 
solutions to complex challenges and social conflicts of our world through respect for 
those who hold different views, through dialogue, and through cooperation. 
Processes of this nature are a true contribution to the reconciliation of a society that 
offers a good quality of life for all.  
 
  

Arturo Sosa, SJ 
Father General 


