
Tributes to Stephen Freedman from the AJCU Network 
 

 
 

Stephen was truly a citizen of the AJCU, having served at 
Fordham, Gonzaga, and Loyola Chicago.  He was a gem, as a 
colleague and a person. 
 

Stephanie Russell, Ed.D. 
Vice President & Consultant for Mission Integration, AJCU 

 

This is such difficult news. He was such a wonderful person 
and colleague. I was just thinking about him the other day- 
admiring his longevity in this role-- and looking forward to 
seeing him at out next gathering. He was truly extraordinary. 
 

Margaret Cain McCarthy, Ph.D. 
Vice President for Academic Affairs, Canisius College 
 
 

 

A big loss for Fordham and for all of us blessed to know him. 
 

Rev. Philip Boroughs, S.J. 
President, College of the Holy Cross 
 
This is truly awful news. Stephen was a mentor to so many 
including me. 
 

Margaret Freije, Ph.D. 
Provost & Dean, College of the Holy Cross 
 

 

I’m sending my condolences to the Fordham family after 
learning of the sudden death of Dr. Stephen Freedman, the 
University’s beloved provost. Please join me in praying for 
Fordham, Dr. Freedman’s family, colleagues and loved ones. 
 

Rev. Daniel Hendrickson, S.J. 
President, Creighton University 
 

Sad news, Stephen had such a delightful and insightful 
presence at our provost meetings – he will be missed. 
 

Thomas F. Murray, Ph.D. 
Provost, Creighton University 
 

 

Thank you for sharing this news with the AJCUCAO group. 
Stephen was a mentor to many of us and a true leader. He will 
be missed.  
 

Christine Siegel, Ph.D. 
Provost, Fairfield University 
 

 

We at Gonzaga are deeply saddened by the loss of former 
Academic VP Stephen Freedman — leader, colleague, and 
mentor to so many. Our prayers are with his family and our 
colleagues at Fordham — he will be deeply missed. Rest in 
Peace, my friend. 
 
Thayne M. McCulloh, D.Phil. 
President, Gonzaga University 



 

I still find this so hard to believe. I saw Steve at our province 
ordinations just a little over 3 weeks ago and he looked 
wonderful. May his gift to us remind us of our gift to each 
other and to our shared mission. The uncertainty of life and 
death certainly puts things into perspective, doesn't it. I'm 
thankful that Steve left us a great model to follow as he begins 
his new life among the saints. 
 
Rev. Joseph G. Marina, S.J. 
Provost & Vice President for Academic Affairs, Le Moyne 
College 
 

 
 

Stephen went out of his way last year to make me feel 
welcome as a newbie to the CAOs group and to offer his 
advice and mentorship. I’ll never forget his kindness and 
leadership. 
 
Thomas Poon, Ph.D. 
Executive Vice President & Provost, Loyola Marymount 
University 
 

 
 

Horrible shock. I just met with Stephen and some of his 
colleagues last Friday in NYC. He was, as always, 
effervescently energetic. I was, once again,  inspired by his 
contagious enthusiasm for Jesuit education. This is such a loss 
for all of us. 
 

Amanda M. Thomas, Ph.D. 
Interim Vice President for Academic Affairs,  
Loyola University Maryland 
 

 
 

Eternal rest grant to Stephen, O Lord, and let perpetual light 
shine upon him. I grieve for all AJCU, deeply agreeing with 
Steph Russell, but I grieve especially for Fordham. 
 

Rev. John P. Fitzgibbons, S.J. 
President, Regis University 
 

What a tremendous shock.  He was a great leader and of 
service to the AJCU as well as his university, and he will be 
sorely missed. 
 

Janet Houser, Ph.D. 
Provost, Regis University 
 

 

Such tragic news. Stephen was a calm and reassuring 
presence in our group. I very much appreciated his insight 
and leadership. His companionship will be missed. 
 
Douglas Dunham, Ph.D. 
Vice President for Academic Affairs, Rockhurst University 
 

 

Stephen was a wonderful person and a mentor to many AJCU 
provosts. His presence will be sorely missed. 
 
Jeanne F. Brady, Ph.D. 
Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs,  
Saint Joseph's University 



 
 

This is very sad news. Stephen was a warm and welcoming 
presence of the CAO meetings. A friendly soul who was 
always willing to help, he will be sorely missed.  
 
Frederick Bonato, Ph.D. 
Provost & Vice President for Academic Affairs,  
Saint Peter's University 
 

 
We have lost a generous colleague, leader, and mentor in 
Stephen.  It's hard to imagine how many people have been 
blessed and inspired by Stephen's warm friendship and 
support. His spirit and legacy will live on in our AJCU-CAO 
conference, as we continue to collaborate to advance Jesuit 
Higher Education, a mission for which Stephen dedicated his 
life and had an extraordinary impact. 
 
Dennis C. Jacobs, Ph.D. 
Provost & Vice President for Academic Affairs,  
Santa Clara University 
 

 

This is heart-breaking news.  When we meet again in October, 
I hope we can reserve some time to share our affection for 
Stephen.  We will all miss him. 
 
George Sims, Ph.D. 
Provost, Spring Hill College 
 
 

 

This is a shock and a terrible loss for Jesuit Higher Education. 
Stephen was for years the wise and kind elder among the 
chief academic officers. I can hardly imagine the annual 
meeting without his gentle leadership.  
 
Rev. Paul Fitzgerald, S.J. 
President, University of San Francisco 
 

 

Terrible news. What a loss. He was he was a gift to Fordham 
and very kind to me personally. 
 
Melissa J. Baumann, Ph.D. 
Provost and Chief Academic Officer, Xavier University 

 


