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Joseph DeFeo, Ph.D.is the Executive Director of AJCU’s Ignatian 

Colleagues Program.  Prior to assuming this position, Joe had served 

Fairfield University for 12 years holding positions including an Associate 

Dean of Students and Director of Jesuit Mission Initiatives.  In addition to 

coordinating ICP, Joe is a member of Spiritual Directors International, 

and is spiritual director and Supervisor for spiritual directors with the 

Center for Ignatian Spirituality at Fairfield University.  Joe received his 

Ph.D. from Fordham University where his dissertation research centered 

on the viability of Ignatian pedagogy in Jesuit higher education and 

points of commonality it shares with other higher education pedagogical 

strategies. He earned his undergraduate degree and Master’s degree in 

Systematic Theology from Boston College. A long-time companion to the 

Society of Jesus, Joe has served for 10 years in other Jesuit ministries 

including Jesuit Volunteer Corps: Northwest and teaching theology at 

Jesuit High School in Portland, Oregon.  He is married with two children 

and lives in Bethel, Connecticut.   

 

 
 

Mike Duffy, is the Co-chair of Commitment to Justice Conference 

National steering committee.  Associate Dean, School of Education, 

Director, McGrath Institute for Jesuit Catholic Education, University of 

San Francisco.  I have been on the Justice Conference Steering committee 

since 2013 and became co-chair of the committee in 2018.  Since arriving 

at USF in 1996 I have been involved in justice programs, mission and 

identity work, faculty and student immersions and Jesuit Catholic 

education 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Fr. Patrick Gilger, S.J., founding editor of The Jesuit Post, studies 

social theory at The New School for Social Research in New York. 

An award winning author, Fr. Gilger is the contributing editor for 

culture at America Magazine. 
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Erika L. Kirby is the A.F. Jacobson Endowed Chair in Communication 

and Professor of Communication Studies at Creighton University in 

Omaha, NE, where she has been since 1998. She received her Ph.D. from 

the University of Nebraska-Lincoln in organizational communication, 

and she studies the everyday intersections of working and personal life, 

emphasizing how differing social identities assimilate into and collide 
with organizational structures. Erika teaches organizational 

communication courses and courses related to communication and social 

justice. She is the Co-Chair of the Education Committee. 

 

 

 

 

Naomi Yavneh Klos, Ph.D., is currently on sabbatical from Loyola 

University New Orleans, where she served as Director of the University 

Honors Program for seven years.  Under her leadership, the honors 

curriculum was revised to include specific "Ignatian values" learning 

outcomes focused on social justice and diversity, and the number of first 

generation and students of color participating in honors increased 

dramatically.  Naomi chaired the AJCU Honors Consortium for four 

years and, as current president of the National Collegiate Honors Council 

(an organization of 900 honors colleges and programs nationally and 

internationally), she is a passionate advocate for honors as a locus for 

access, equity and inclusive excellence in higher education.  She is 

currently completing a book on the pedagogy and practice of compassion. 

 

 

 

Joseph Orlando, Ed.D. is the Executive Director of the Center for Jesuit 

Education at Seattle University, working on faculty and staff formation, 

and his educational background is in ministry, social work and 

leadership.  He currently serves as co-chair of the National Steering 

Committee on the Commitment to Justice in Jesuit Higher Education, and 

has attended/led delegations for each of the previous conferences 

including hosting the most recent gathering in August, 2017.  He has been 

associated with the Jesuits since 1983 (the year he served in the Jesuit 

Volunteer Corps), and has extensive experience with the Spiritual 

Exercises. He is married, and has two daughters. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

David Opitz, Administrator in Technology Services, Loyola University 

Maryland.  Dave has been a member of the AJCU Justice Committee 

since 2013, and has worked at Loyola University Maryland since 

2001.  Dave is interested in a variety of justice issues, and he has 

participated in numerous immersion trips with Loyola students to El 

Salvador, Mexico, Haiti, Georgia, Washington DC, and Camden New 

Jersey. 
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Dr. Paola Pascual-Ferrá, joined the Communication Department 

at Loyola University Maryland in Fall 2013. Before becoming assistant 

professor, Dr. Pascual-Ferrá worked for almost 10 years in advertising 

and public relations in the private and public sector, both in the United 

States as well as in her native home of Puerto Rico. She teaches courses 

in Public Relations, Communication Research, Health Communication 

and Emerging Media. Her research interests include technology and 

communication, interpersonal and intercultural communication, and 

religion and social media. She is an active and committed member of 

Loyola's Commitment to Justice committee. Along with her colleague Dr. 

Allen Brizee, she co-edited the 3rd edition of Loyola's Commitment to 
Justice in Jesuit Higher Education and helped launch Loyola's 

#livejustice campaign in the Fall of 2016. She served in Loyola's 

inaugural immersion experience Project U.S., living and working with 

undocumented immigrants in Apopka, Florida. She is especially 

passionate about advocating for LGBTQ rights, interfaith justice and 

immigration reform. She has a B.A. in Political Science from Princeton 

University, an M.A. in Public Communication from American University, 

and a Ph.D. in Communication Studies from the University of Miami in 

Florida. 

 

 

 

 

Rev. Stephen A. Privett, S.J., served as the 27th president of the 

University of San Francisco, from September 2000 to August 2014. He 

subsequently served as the university’s fourth chancellor until he stepped 

down in September 2017. Father Privett also serves as the Provincial 

Assistant for Higher Education and Provincial Assistant for Social 

Ministries for the Jesuits West province. As USF president, he focused 

the university on its core Jesuit mission, vision, and values, and from that 

position of strength under his leadership, the university developed new 

and innovative academic programs; created the School of Nursing and 

Health Professions; improved campus facilities, including the John Lo 

Schiavo SJ Center for Science and Innovation; and purchased the 

building at 101 Howard St. When Father Privett completed his third and 

final term as president, the Board of Trustees conferred on him the status 

of "president emeritus" in appreciation for his service. Father Privett was 

born in San Francisco. He entered the Society of Jesus in 1960 and is a 

graduate of The Catholic University of America, the Jesuit School of 

Theology in Berkeley and Gonzaga University. His doctorate with 

distinction is in Catechetics and his particular expertise focuses on the 

Hispanic community in the U.S. Catholic Church. Prior to serving as 

president at USF, Father Privett was provost and academic vice president 

at Santa Clara University. As provost, he was responsible for oversight of 

student life, intercollegiate athletics, as well as academic affairs. While 

teaching at Santa Clara, he was recognized for “Teaching Excellence and 

Campus Leadership” with the Sears Roebuck Foundation Award. Early in 

his career, Father Privett was an instructor at Jesuit High School in 

Sacramento and Principal of Bellarmine College Preparatory in San Jose. 
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Dr. Andria Wisler became the Executive Director of the Center for 

Social Justice in January 2013. She first joined Georgetown University in 

Fall 2008 as a Visiting Assistant Professor for the Program on Justice and 

Peace (JUPS) and became Director of the program in January 2011. 

Andria received her Ph.D. in Comparative and International Education 

and Philosophy from Columbia University and master's in International 

Educational Development and Peace Education from Teachers College. 

After graduating from the University of Notre Dame, Andria began her 

vocation within education as a school teacher at an independent school, 

the Cornelia Connelly Center (CCC), which serves low-income girls of 

the Lower East Side, New York City. At Georgetown, Andria has 

participated in the inaugural group of Doyle Fellows, a campus initiative 

on inclusion and diversity, co-chaired a University Advisory Board on 

Access and Affordability, and in the Fall 2010 semester, Andria was a 

faculty-in-residence in Georgetown’s Alanya, Turkey study 

abroad/community living-and-learning program. She met her husband, 

Professor of Neuroscience Bill Rebeck, at Georgetown and - with their 

Kindergartener - they enjoy nail-biting games of Uno and Sorry, travel, 

and DC's theater scene. 

 

 

 

 


