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Daniel Horstmann 
 

 

When Daniel Horstmann was finishing high school at St. 
Viator in Arlington Heights, Illinois, he was drawn to 
Fairfield because of the “community” and knew he could 
integrate his passion for music and leadership skills 
there. Campus Ministry was looking at starting a new 
Mass when Horstmann was a freshman and he was 
asked to put together a musical ensemble. With his 
roommate, Robby Schwartz, they started Praise Project 
and wrote music for Mass.  In addition to singing at 
Masses, Horstmann said Praise Project is also an outlet 
where students can have spiritual conversations about 
their faith. 

 
Horstmann was recently recognized for his commitment to music ministry. He is a Magis Scholar, director 
and founder of Music Ministry, concert manager for The Glee Club, member of the Honors Program and 
composer of Mass for the Journey. 
 
Upon accepting his Student Achievement Award, the double major in music and communication, with 
minors in entrepreneurship and Catholic studies, says three things helped him through college:  his 
passion for music and people, persistence in his leadership role, and prayer.   
 
Post college plans include working in music ministry at St. Joseph’s Church in Shelton, CT and continuing 
with graduate studies. One of the things Horstmann takes with him as he leaves Fairfield is the value of 
working together. “Though my roommate and I started Praise Project, it wouldn’t be anything without the 
people I sing and pray with every weekend. It’s a great community and the value of others and the gifts 
and talents people have—seeing that gift and inviting people to let that shine has been a big part of it.” 
 
 
Claretta Mills 
 
The William J. Kramer ’60 Humanitarian Award was recently 
awarded to Claretta Mills for her commitment to volunteerism 
and service to an external community activity that best 
exemplifies the Ignatian tradition of being men and women for 
and with others.   
 
As a student at Fairfield University, Mills participated in and led 
volunteer trips in Costa Rica, Ecuador and Jamaica. Mills was 
also involved in the Racial Justice Social Justice movement and 
was a Cura Personalis Mentor for three years.  
 
The politics major from New York City also minored in Latin 
American and Caribbean studies, environmental studies, women 
and gender studies and black studies. Mills said she “was always 
encouraged to achieve and give back to her community.” Post 
college plans include possible legal work and service work. “I 
hope to one day go back to Costa Rica and teach English.”  
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