
 

MAJOR POINTS ON THE PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES' 
PROPOSALS FOR HIGHER EDUCATION 

REPUBLICANS 
 

Donald Trump 

Has not released any official proposal on higher education as of the moment but has proposed getting 
rid of the Department of Education.  

Trump has also recently announced that he would like Ben Carson to be involved in the education policy 
of his campaign. Ben Carson’s proposals on education policy include requiring public universities to pay 
the interest on student loans and requiring students to only pay the principal on their loans.  

Read more here. 

 

Ted Cruz 

Has not released any official proposal on higher education as of the moment but has declared that he 
wants to get rid of the Department of Education.  

 

Marco Rubio  

Proposes: 

 Converging all higher education tax incentives into one provision for post-secondary education  

 Reducing the complexity of federal of the financial aid application 

 Increasing access to career and vocational education  

 Easing access to state colleges and online educational opportunities 

 Increasing hiring of non-degree holding workers 
 

 Proposes to reduce the burden of student debt through four major alternatives: 
o Alternative 1: Reforming accreditation systems to accommodate non-traditional 

education by creating an alternative accreditation model that allows there to be an 
accredited learning outside of the traditional school setting. This alternative 
accreditation system would allow people to get credit for what they learned through 
life experience, work experience, and military experience. 

o Alternative 2: Allowing students to apply for innovative “Student Investment Plans” 
from approved investors to finance their postsecondary education  

o Alternative 3: Establishing an automatic income-based repayment for student loans  
o Alternative 4: “Right to know before you go” is a law that says that schools must make 

post-graduation earnings, from that school with the degree the student is seeking, 
available so that students and families can make more informed decisions before taking 
out a loan  

Read more here. 

https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2016/03/14/ben-carson-advise-trump-campaign-education
https://marcorubio.com/issues-2/marco-rubio-position-higher-education-policy-college/
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John Kasich  

 Believes that education is a state and local issue and therefore should not be micromanaged by 
the Federal government  

 Suggests that Ohio’s initiatives on higher education have proven successful in incentivizing the 
higher education system to graduate more students and keep costs low, these include: 

o Freezing college tuition and fees for the next two years while a state task force helps 
schools identify ways to control costs 

o Implementing a 100 percent performance-based funding formula which pays colleges 
and universities based on helping students complete courses and graduation rather 
than on enrollment  

Read more here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://johnkasich.com/education/
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DEMOCRATS 

Hilary Clinton  

In her “New College Compact” she proposes: 

1. Reducing rates through refinancing at the current federal rate for student loans 
2. Simplifying income-based repayment for all current borrowers by: 

 Consolidating the four income-based repayment programs into a single program with 
the same rules for everyone  

 Will never have to pay more than 10% of income  
 College debt forgiven after 20 years for consistent payers 

 ensuring borrowers have access to counseling and requiring servicers to tell them their 
options 

 Using technology to streamline the enrollment process for borrowers 

 Help borrowers who are delinquent or in default  
 Delinquent borrowers will receive additional help to enroll in income-based 

repayment  
 Borrowers in default will be given new rehabilitation and repayment option  

3. Reducing the burden for future borrowers by 

 Cutting interest rates and reducing monthly payments for student borrowers 
4. Stopping “predatory schools, lenders, and bill collectors” by 

 Enacting  a new Borrower Bill of Rights which would ensure accurate and timely advice 
on repayment options, including income-based modification for private borrowers  

 Banning service and bill collectors who mislead or overcharge borrowers  

 Empowering the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau to establish strong consumer 
protections  

 Help defrauded students discharge debt by streamlining the student debt-cancellation 
process and giving defrauded GI Bill students another chance to use their education 
support  

5. Paying for the cost of these initiatives/changes ($350 billion over 10 years) by limiting certain tax 
expenditures for high-income tax payers 

 Over half of the total will go toward grants to states and colleges 
 So students don’t have to take out loans and to reduce the burden of living 

expenses at 4-year public colleges 
 To provide free tuition at community colleges  
 To support private non-profit colleges to keep costs low  
 To relieve debt for students who commit to national service  
 Holding states and colleges accountable for bringing costs down  

 Around one-third will go toward relief on interest from student debt  

 Students will have to do their part by contributing their earnings from working 10 hours 
a week 

 Remaining funds will support innovative new investments, offset by risk-sharing with 
colleges  

Clinton also plans to provide early Pell Grant eligibility notifications to students and allow students 
to use Pell Grants for living expenses, as well as simplifying the FAFSA. 

Her plan also includes funds for private historically black colleges and other institutions that serve 
many disadvantaged students. 

Read more here. 

https://www.hillaryclinton.com/briefing/factsheets/2015/08/10/college-compact/
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Bernie Sanders  

His major proposals include: 

 Making tuition free at public colleges and universities 

 Stopping the federal government from making a profit on student loans 

 Substantially cutting student loan interest rates from 4.29% to 2.37% by utilizing the 2006 student 
loan interest formula. Rates would never rise from 8.25% 

 Allowing Americans to refinance student loans at today’s interest rates 

 Allowing students to use need-based financial aid and work study programs to make college 
debt free by: 

o Requiring public colleges to meet 100% of the financial need of the lowest-income 
students by providing $47 billion per year to states to eliminate undergraduate tuition 
and fees. 67% of this cost would be covered by the federal government and states would 
be responsible for the remaining 33% 

o Allowing students to use federal, state and college financial aid to cover room and 
board, books and living expenses  

o More than tripling federal work-study and "focus funding on schools that enroll high 
numbers of low-income students by eliminating existing base guarantees of Federal 
Work Study funds," requiring funds to be allocated based solely on the aggregate need 
of the institution’s students 

 Bernie’s $75 billion a year plan will be fully paid for by imposing a tax on Wall Street speculators 
of 0.5% on stock trades, 0.1% fee on bonds, and a 0.005% fee on derivatives.  

Read more here. 

For more information see NASFAA’s breakdown of the 2016 Presidential Candidates' Higher Education 

Proposals at: http://www.nasfaa.org/2016_presidential_candidates 

 

http://www.sanders.senate.gov/download/collegeforall/?inline=file
http://www.nasfaa.org/2016_presidential_candidates

