
AJCU Conference on Diversity and Equity (CDE): 2018 Meeting Recap 
 
Since 1981, colleagues from the Great 28 have been convening on Jesuit campuses to share and 
promote best practices regarding diversity, education and inclusion. In June 2018, the annual 
meeting of the AJCU Conference on Diversity and Equity (CDE) was held at Marquette 
University in Milwaukee, WI. The theme which guided the cross-institutional dialogue that will 
undoubtedly help shape our campuses was “The Problem or The Solution: Examining Our 
Systems to Better Serve Our Students.” 
 
In light of this very deliberate and timely theme, the 88 conference attendees were asked to 
reflect on the systems within our Jesuit institutions, and how their roles perpetuate those systems. 
In what some would call a leaven of self-examination, speakers and presenters encouraged our 
colleagues to reflect not only on the “bad” systems, but on those that are seen as positive and 
necessary for our students to survive and thrive. Too often we focus on the “other” systems and 
not the ones that we, ourselves, perpetuate. 
 
Fourteen presenters from six of our Jesuit institutions facilitated nine substantive workshops that 
expounded upon the theme: from perspectives of transitioning first-generation students, to social 
media in hiring practices, to functioning as professionals from “the sunken place.” We were 
delighted to have AJCU’s Vice President for Mission Integration, Dr. Stephanie Russell, 
facilitate a plenary session connecting mission to the work of CDE. Danielle Aguilar, the 
Conference’s Western Regional Representative, and Assistant Director of Multicultural Learning 
at Santa Clara University, conducted a very provocative plenary session on comprehensive 
approaches to diversity education for incoming students. 
 
Marquette provided a beautiful backdrop for the annual meeting. Outside of the sharing of best 
practices, the communal nature of CDE has been a major draw for nearly four decades. The 
meeting was highlighted by a reception sponsored by former CDE chair and current Vice 
President of Student Affairs at Marquette University, Dr. Xavier A. Cole. The reception was held 
on a Miss Wisconsin cruise boat, which ushered attendees through scenic downtown on the 
Milwaukee River. And on the last day of the meeting, over 100 guests danced the night away in 
the Alumni Memorial Union Ballrooms during a closing banquet—a fitting end to a memorable 
three days together. 
 
Darryle (DJ) Todd, Urban Scholars Coordinator at Marquette University, and outgoing chair of 
CDE, noted the beauty of the people and the work that is done within the Conference. “I am 
proud of the tangible steps we have taken internally to again offer substantive programming and 
engagement with and for our members throughout the year and at the annual meeting. I have no 
doubt that our new chair, Dr. Raymond Plaza of Santa Clara, will continue to take us to greater 
heights.” 

 
Please join us in Syracuse, NY next year, when Le Moyne College hosts the 2019 Annual CDE 
Meeting on June 17-19. 
 
Information provided by Darryle (DJ) Todd and Dr. Raymond Plaza. 

http://www.ajcunet.edu/institutions/

