Gonzaga Helps Haiti
The devastating 7.0 earthquake that struck Haiti on Tuesday of this week has affected an estimated three million people, with tens of thousands dead.  In the aftermath of this tragedy, relief crews are struggling to meet Haiti’s immediate needs of food, water and medical supplies. 

At this time of great need, the Gonzaga community is reminded of our mission to be women and men for others who reach out to those most in need, and of the dignity of all people created in the image and likeness of a compassionate Creator.  Therefore, we will be coordinating a multi-part response to both the immediate and ongoing needs in Haiti.

How can I participate now?

Gonzaga will be coordinating a “Day of Donation” to address Haiti’s urgent needs of food, water and medical supplies. Tomorrow, January 15, there will be several physical and online locations where Gonzaga community members can donate money to relief work in Haiti. Donations will support Catholic Relief Services (CRS), an international humanitarian agency with more than 50 years experience in Haiti and a coordinated relief effort already in progress there. 

· We encourage students, faculty, and staff to make on-line donations directly to Catholic Relief Services at https://secure.crs.org/site/Donation2?df_id=3181&3181.donation=form1.  Also, in-person donations can be made at University Ministry in Crosby Student Center, the Office of the Vice-President for Mission located in College Hall 207, or in the collection jugs located across campus. 

· In coordination with Catholic parishes across the country, collections at the 12:10 Mass on Friday and 8:30pm Mass on Sunday in the Student Chapel will also be donated to Catholic Relief Services for use in Haiti.  

· Sodexo is joining with us by providing students the opportunity to donate some of their dining dollars for Haitian relief.  

Please remember that no donation is too small. Money saved by forgoing a usual latte, carpooling to work, dining in or postponing a luxury purchase can make a difference for our sisters and brothers in Haiti.  Also, even though Friday will be our targeted day for donating money you may donate throughout  the course of this semester.    

How can I participate later?

A task force has been formed consisting of the Interim Vice-President for Mission, CCASL and University Ministry staff, faculty, and students who will meet regularly to assess how our campus community can best respond to the Haiti tragedy.  We will continue to monitor the ongoing relief and recovery in Haiti and providing opportunities for continued donation and educational opportunities.  Future efforts may include collaboration with Seattle University, our sister Jesuit university.
